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Presentation Objective:

Think about your curriculum… 
Where you could fit in small or large
experiential learning opportunities?



•Build community (warm up first year)
•Focus on awareness (not just education)
•Focus on context (not just content)
•Focus on inquiry
•Encourage creativity
•Involve oral and written communication
•Involve group work

Introductory Animal Agriculture Class



• Name that tool / technology
•There’s a Heifer in Your Tank
•Rural Café
•Game of Farm Life

Project Examples





Name that Tool
Familiarization with
Equipment Used in
Animal Agriculture





Name that Technology





 Students were randomly formed into groups of 2-6

 Student were instructed to provide an answer to a “quirky” 

question, in a 3.5 min presentation

 Students were encouraged to be creative in delivery

 A public forum was held with 300-700 people present  

HIYT Project Plan



?
If your car burned methane, 
how far could you travel on 

the methane from one cow?

(there’s a heifer in your tank)




?

If your car burned methane, how far could you travel on the methane from one cow?

 (there’s a heifer in your tank)















?
Do double-yolked eggs 

arise when hens are 
mated twice per day? 




?

Do double-yolked eggs arise when hens are mated twice per day? 















• Powerpoint (Scientific format)

• Powerpoint with humor

• Original drama productions

• You-Tube Videos (documentaries, spoofs, music videos) 

HIYT Presentation Evolution (2004-2020)



Hosting an In-Class “Rural Café”:  Employing 
Agricultural Speed Dating to Build Ag 

Fluency



• Six or more Alberta animal producers 
were invited to attend the rural café 
each day. Several producers brought 
other family members.  

• At each lab session (Monday, Tuesday 
and Wednesday) each student was 
randomly assigned to six table groups 
(four to six students per group).  

Project Outline:



• Each farmer was seated at a table with chairs for six 
students.  Each group of students had 25 minutes to 
engage in conversation with a producer.  At 30 
minute intervals, each group of students rotated so 
that by the end of the afternoon, each student group 
had a chance to meet with six producers.

• The students prepared a list of potential questions 
for the producers, around the general topic of “what 
makes or breaks your operation”?

Project Outline:





Project Rules:

• Groups of 8-12 students were given $10,000,000 (fake cash).  
• The mission of the project was to develop a farm for that 

commodity with the money given to them.
• Each group had to buy land, build barns, perhaps buy quota, 

buy breeding stock, insurance, permits etc.
• Each student must have a position on the team.  
• Each person must describe their job description with the 

group so that together they can cover off all of the needed 
areas.









frank.robinson@ualberta.ca

Thank You
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